
 

 

 

 

March 1, 2023 

 

Dear Ministry Partner, 

 

I bring you warm greetings from the Canary Islands of Spain, off the coast of southern 

Morocco. . . .  

 

And I bring you news that might surprise you: You can look back—and see the future. 

 

This weekend in the Canary Islands has been like the opening of a time capsule . . .  

because we began seeing God move and work here 22 long years ago. I’ve been thrilled to see 

how long—and how powerfully—the Lord has been using us together in His service here! 

 

Over these past few days, I’ve met believers we worked with decades ago—people I 

wouldn’t have recognized on the street . . . and who probably wouldn’t have recognized me . . .  

because so many years have transpired! 

 

But in spite of our aging, God’s work is flourishing, and growing stronger and stronger. I 

think back to our first evangelistic campaign in the Canaries in 2001. . . . 

 

We took Gospel literature to every home on all eight islands. We also partnered with a 

quartet called This Hope, broadcasting on radio and television to four of the islands 

simultaneously. So many people came to faith in Christ! What a joyful celebration! Such a 

campaign had never been seen before in the Canaries. 

 

At the same time, we had just launched 600 churches in Cuba over the course of the prior 

year—a strategy more productive than we had seen anywhere else we had worked.  

 

And when we told the Canary Islanders about the explosion of the Gospel in Cuba, they 

were overjoyed—because most Cubans trace their “Old World” roots to the Canary Islands. 

They cheered! 

 

It was a time of celebration here again, this weekend—a victory party—as we looked 

back at the tremendous things the Lord has been doing here in the Canaries with your support in 

prayer and giving.  

 

➢ For me, these accounts were like “vignettes of heaven” which we have the joy 

of previewing here on earth.  

 

➢ We were experiencing the anticipation of what it will be like in eternity when we 

will meet endless chains of relationships . . .  all woven together through the 

Lord’s work—thanks to the synergy of our faithful service together. 

  

It was moving to witness the Canary Islanders telling their stories, sharing how greatly 

encouraged they felt about what God can do when we walk faithfully with Him. Some spoke 

with joy about “missions accomplished” . . .  or with a sense of regret over missed opportunities. 
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